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mendous, the more tremendous in that it wrought
as slowly as the thawing of the ice in spring. There
was as yet no weakening, but everywhere there was
perplexity and confusion. In the circles of govern-
ment the honest men laboured to purge the adminis-
tration of its infinite corruption ; many reputations
were dimmed, suspicion fell upon the highest quarters,
gossip was busy with all its tongues. The determina-
tion of the great people behind the bureaucrats was
strong ; and when in July, before the fall of Warsaw,
Germany made overtures for peace, she was haughtily
repulsed.

As the summer wore on Russia was retreating on
better communications, and though Kovno, Brest-
Litovsk, and Vilna were lost, the autumn saw a
definite check in the German advance. For Germany
the campaign had been a notable triumph, and
Poland was now in her hands. But she had not
attained her chief object. Russia had suffered
bitterly between May and September, but the de-
cisive victory for which Germany hoped had not been
achieved.
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In the West an Allied offensive in the spring and
summer had been decided upon as early as November
1914. It was more than ever essential now that an
attempt should be made to relieve the pressure on
Russia, and to assure Italy, when she entered the
alliance, of the vigour and resolution of her colleagues.
It was true that the new armies of Britain were not
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